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WE ARE NOT GBCI 
  

please visit www.gbci.org for official information  
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AGENDA 

• New LEED AP system structure 

• “Opting in” 

• CMP requirements 

• Education opportunities 

• Self reporting process 

• Auditing 

• FAQs 

• Q&A 

http://www.gbci.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=87
http://www.gbci.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=88
http://www.gbci.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=89
http://www.gbci.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=85
http://www.gbci.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=86
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THREE TIERS OF LEED PROFESSIONALS 

• LEED Green Associate 

• LEED AP with specialty 

• LEED AP BD+C     

• LEED AP ID+C   

• LEED AP O+M      

• LEED AP HOMES 

• LEED AP ND  

• LEED Fellow  
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WHY ENROLL? 

Differentiate yourself by demonstrating  
expertise in a specific field 

Keep up to date with LEED  

Possible RFP requirements 

Demonstrate leadership 
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Differentiate yourself by demonstrating  
expertise in a specific field 

Keep up to date with LEED  

Possible RFP requirements 

Demonstrate leadership 

Get the new title right away 

 

 

Get the new credential without taking a new exam! 

Never lose the old LEED AP title 
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ENROLLING INTO THE NEW LEED AP WITH 
SPECIALTY 

Rolling deadlines – starting August 3  (see My Credentials page) 

 www.gbci.org  Credential Maintenance  Enrollment 

 

Agree to Disciplinary and Exam Appeals Policy 

Agree to CMP on 2 year cycle 

No enrollment fee; first $50 enrollment 
 fee waived  

Specialty based on exam track 

NC  BD+C     

CI   ID+C   

EB   O+M 

http://www.gbci.org/
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CREDENTIAL MAINTENANCE: CONTINUING 
EDUCATION VS. TESTING 

LEED Green Associate: 15 hours (3 LEED specific) OR retake the GA 
exam 

LEED AP with specialty: 30 hours (6 LEED specific) OR take/retake 
the specialty exam 

 

Must meet exam requirements & pay fees within 9 month period: 
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PRESCRIPTIVE REQUIREMENTS 

Only for old LEED APs who enroll  

Only for the first cycle 
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HOW TO GET YOUR HOURS 

“Education Review Body” approved courses* 

Live presentations  

Self-study 

College and university courses 

Certificates, licenses, credentials 

Committee and volunteer work 

Authorship 

LEED project participation 

 
* Formerly “professional development / continuing education” 

LEED USER, APRIL 19, 2011 



hok.com 

HOW TO GET YOUR HOURS 

“Education Review Body” approved courses  unlimited hours 

Live presentations   up to 5 hours  

Self-study  up to 5 hours 

College and university courses  unlimited hours  

Certificates, licenses, credentials  
 1hour/certification or 3 hours/license or credential 

Committee and volunteer work  up to 4 hours 

Authorship  3 hours/article, 10 hours/book 

LEED project participation  
 up to 10 hours: 1 per credit, 2 for LEED Project Administrator 
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HOW TO GET YOUR HOURS 

“Education Review Body” approved courses* 

Live presentations  

Self-study 

College and university courses 

Certificates, licenses, credentials 

Committee and volunteer work 

Authorship 

LEED project participation 

 
* Formerly “professional development / continuing education” 
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1. EDUCATION REVIEW BODY APPROVED COURSES 

Unlimited hours 

 Up to 2 hours for content 
development 

Can only take a class once 

√ LEED-specific 

USGBC is the sole ERB 

www.usgbc.org/courses  

 

Examples: online courses, 
Greenbuild, McGraw Hill articles 

LEED USER, APRIL 19, 2011 

https://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=7499%20
http://www.usgbc.org/courses
https://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=7499%20


hok.com 

2. LIVE PRESENTATIONS 

Up to 5 hours/cycle 

No LEED-specific hours 

 

Presenters: up to 2 additional hours  

Presenting/teaching can be up to ½  
of total hours 

 

Examples: AIA Committee on the 
Environment lectures, internal  
brown bag lectures (not ERB  
approved) 
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3. SELF STUDY 

Up to 5 hours/cycle 

Minimum 60 minutes 

Structured 

Audio, audio-visual,  written 

Online, written or online exam 

√ LEED-specific  (e.g. read  
ASHRAE 90.1, Reference Guide) 

 

 

 

Examples: rent relevant movies, read LEED Reference Guide 
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4. COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY COURSES 

No limit in hours accrued 

1 CE hour per classroom hour 

Up to 2 hours for content  
development  

Must be at accredited college or  
university & part of degree  
program 

Non-credit (audit) is OK 

√ LEED-specific (if >75% of class is directly related to LEED) 

Examples: audit a course on xeriscaping or photovoltaics at a local 
college, or general green building seminar 
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5. CERTIFICATES, PROFESSIONAL LICENSES AND 
CREDENTIALS 

1 CE hour for certificates 

 e.g. Certified Kitchen Designer 

3 CE hours for licenses 

 e.g. ARE, PE 

3 CE hours for credentials 

 e.g. AICP, Facility Management Professional 

No reciprocal licenses or licensure classes 

Achieved during reporting cycle 

√ LEED-specific (for new LEED credential) 
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6. COMMITTEE AND VOLUNTEER WORK 

Up to 4 hours/cycle 

2 CE hours for leadership position 

 e.g. Chair or Board of Directors 

0.5 hours for meeting attendance 

Official business meeting 

Examples: USGBC  or ASHRAE committee, volunteer work directly 
related to green building 

√ LEED-specific (for LEED development committees) 
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7. AUTHORSHIP 

3 hours for published article 

10 hours for published book 

Always audited 

LEED hours if demonstrated in audit 

Published during reporting period 

√ LEED-specific (if >75% is directly  
related to LEED) 
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8. LEED PROJECT WORK 

Paid or unpaid 

Up to 10 hours/cycle 

1 hours for work on a credit 

2 hours for project administrator 

√ LEED-specific  

Verified through LEED Online or  
letter from project manager,  
client or employer 

Project must be registered, but not 
certified during cycle 

Not required to use LEED Online 
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EXAMPLES 

Deeply engaged professional: 

11 hours for attending Greenbuild 
sessions (ERB approved) 

7 hours LEED project work 

4 hours of reviewing Greenbuild 
proposals (volunteer work) 

5 hours of AIA COTE lectures (live 
presentations) 

3 hours reading magazines (self study) 

 

= 30 hours 

 

Conventional CE only: 

5 hours of live presentations 

5 hours self-study 

20 hours ERB-approved classes 
 

= 30 hours 
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ONLINE SELF REPORTING 

Details and Resources:  

www.gbci.org  credential maintenance  CMP wizard  index tab 

Self Reporting: 

www.gbci.org  Professional Exams  Log into My Credentials  
Review/Report CMP Activity 

LEED USER, APRIL 19, 2011 
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PRESCRIPTIVE PATH WORKSHEET 
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WHAT DOES THIS COST? 

Potentially nothing for the first four years 

 Many free education opportunities available 

No enrollment fee 

First $50 renewal fee waived (in two years) 
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FAQ: HOW DOES THIS RELATE TO MY AIA CEUS? 

Considerable opportunities for 
overlap 

All ERB approved hours for LEED 
AP get SD hours for AIA 

Must report separately 

AIA transcript acceptable as proof 
for CMP audit 
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HOW DOES AUDITING WORK? 

Triggered when you apply for renewal  

Estimated 1 in 20 renewal applications 

Auditor will request additional info 

 90 day window to respond  

If your two year cycle is over, you can’t get more hours 
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WILL THIS EVER GET EASIER?!?! 

Yes.  The first two year cycle will be the hardest. 

 

GBCI is creating new reporting methods: 

 Offline tool for easier self reporting 

 Ability for third party to report your hours 

 Direct reporting from conferences 

 Available starting summer 2011 (TBD) 
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FAQ: I ENROLLED IN 2010.  WHAT IS CHANGED IN 
2011? 

More opportunities for LEED-specific hours 

More opportunities for content development hours 

General refinement of overall program 

More/better online resources 

Hour pre-certification and auditing process developed 

Many more CE opportunities 
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FAQ: DO CE HOURS FROM BEFORE I ENROLLED 
COUNT? 

No, continuing education must be accrued during the two year cycle. 
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FAQ: I DON’T SEE THE OPTIONS ON THE MY 
CREDENTIALS PAGE!  WHAT DO I DO?!?! 

Don’t freak out. 

Your record wasn’t fully transitioned from a previous database. Call 
or email GBCI.   
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HOW DO I BECOME AN EDUCATION PROVIDER? 

USGBC Education Provider  
Network is first and only ERB 

 

Registration costs  
(for-profit USGBC members) 

1-10 courses - $1,500 

 11-25 courses* - $2,000 

 25+ courses* - $3,000 
 

* Portfolio Review for large programs 

http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=1659  
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WHAT IF I HAVE MORE THAN ONE CREDENTIAL? 

One is designated as “primary” 

Prescriptive maintenance: 30 hours (6 LEED specific) for each 

Following cycles: 30 hours (including 6 LEED specific 
 +6 additional LEED specific hours for each additional credential 
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RESOURCES 

GBCI Credential Maintenance Program:  

  http://www.gbci.org/CMP/about-cmp.aspx  

CMP Wizard: 

 http://www.gbci.org/main-nav/cmp/cmp-guide/wizard.aspx  

CMP Toolbox:  

 http://www.gbci.org/main-nav/cmp/toolbox.aspx  

Log in to My Credentials: 

  https://ssl30.cyzap.net/gbcicertonline/login/  

 USGBC Education Review Services:  

 http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=1654  

Course Catalog, ERB approved courses:  

 https://www.usgbc.org/courses  
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THANK YOU 
  
 

www.leeduser.com 
www.hok.com 

 
Mara Baum AIA, LEED AP BD+C 

mara.baum at hok.com 


